










Syntactic Properties of Specificational Sentences
Taisuke Nishigauchi





The present article discusses the syntactic properties of the specificational sen-
tence and related constructions, which we argue derive from what we call the
Core Noun Phrase, whose outer argument delimits the semantic domain of the
head Noun while its inner argument exhaustively specifies the semantic content of
the head Noun as delimited by the outer argument. A new way of deriving a cer-
tain kind of predicational sentence related with the specificational sentence will be
proposed, and the notion of the ‘unsaturated noun’ will be reexamined. ‘Backward
reflexivization’ involving various types of head nouns will be analyzed in terms of
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connectivity, a key syntactic property of the specificational sentence. Intensional
scope and floating quantifiers will be discussed as cases showing connectivity. Fi-
nally, the possibility of analyzing the amount relative and concealed questions as
being derived from the Core NP is explored.
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sentence’ Engdahl (1986, 325–6) (relational interpretation)
(Engdahl,
1986, 325, (3))














Den Dikken (2005, 316) want
(68) What he wanted to find was a nice Swedish girl to marry.
(69) He wanted to find a nice Swedish girl to marry.
13 Nishigauchi (1998), (1999)


















(75) a. [At least one soldier]
i
appears (to Napoleon) [t
i
to be likely to die in every battle]












Den Dikken (2005, 317)
(floating quantifier)
(76) What the little bastards did was all get in the tub at the same time.
(77) a. { / }










(79) a. (* ) 3






































































Baker, C. L. (1968). Indirect questions in English. Ph.D. thesis, University of Illinois.
Den Dikken, Marcel (2005). Specificational copular sentences and pseudoclefts. In Everaert,
Martin & van Riemsdijk, Henk (Eds.), The Blackwell companion to syntax 4, pp. 292–
409. Blackwell Publishing, Malden, MA.
Engdahl, Elisabet (1986). Constituent questions: The syntax and semantics of questions with
special reference to Swedish. Springer, Dordrecht.
Fox, Danny (2000). Economy and semantic interpretation. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.
Geach, Peter Thomas (1962). Reference and generality. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY.
Grimshaw, Jane & Mester, Armin (1988). Light verbs and θ-marking. Linguistic inquiry,
205–232.
Higgins, Francis Roger (1973). The pseudo-cleft construction in English. Ph.D. thesis, MIT,
Cambridge, Mass.
Kageyama, Taro (2002). Agent Nominals and the Organization of the Lexicon. ,
46 (2), 198–224.
(1988). : . . , 14, 57–74.
(1996). X Y Z — X Y Z —.
, 6, 1–46.
(2011). . : .
Nishigauchi, Taisuke (1998). ‘Multiple Sluicing’ in Japanese and the Functional Nature of
Wh-phrases. Journal of East Asian Linguistics, 7, 121–152.
(1999). : WH . : .
14
2016 1 (2016)
122 Theoretical and Applied Linguistics at Kobe Shoin No. 19, 2016
Nishigauchi, Taisuke (2014). Reflexive Binding: Awareness and Empathy from a Syntactic









(1981). . , 15, 45–66.
Sigurðsson, Halldór Ármann (1990). Long distance reflexives and moods in Icelandic. In
Maling, Joan & Zaenen, Annie (Eds.),Modern Icelandic Syntax: Syntax and Semantics
24, pp. 309–346. Academic Press, New York.
Sportiche, Dominique (1988). A theory of floating quantifiers and its corollaries for constituent
structure. Linguistic inquiry, 425–449.
Williams, Edwin (1981). On the notions “lexically related” and “head of a word”. Linguistic
Inquiry, 245–274.
Author’s web site: http://banjo.shoin.ac.jp/~gauchi/
: 2016 1 10
